Athanasius- On The Incarnation of The Word- Summary Chapters 1-5
…things which these wiseacres laugh at as "human" He by His inherent might declares divine.
…the renewal of creation has been wrought by the Self-same Word Who made it in the beginning.
There is thus no inconsistency between creation and salvation for the One Father has employed the
same Agent for both works, effecting the salvation of the world through the same Word Who made
it in the beginning.
…it is impossible for one who is good to be mean or grudging about anything.
He reserved especial mercy for the race of men…namely the impress of His own Image, a share in
the reasonable being of the very Word Himself,
…not just die only, but remain in the state of death and of corruption.
For God had made man thus (that is, as an embodied spirit), and had willed that he should remain in
incorruption
…they were in process of becoming corrupted entirely, and death had them completely under its
dominion
…so were they now on the way to returning, through corruption, to non-existence again. The
presence and love of the Word had called them into being; inevitably, therefore when they lost the
knowledge of God, they lost existence with it; for it is God alone Who exists, evil is non-being, the
negation and antithesis of good.
…the human race was in process of destruction. Man, who was created in God's image and in his
possession of reason reflected the very Word Himself, was disappearing, and the work of God was
being undone.
It would, of course, have been unthinkable that God should go back upon His word and that man,
having transgressed, should not die; but it was equally monstrous that beings which once had shared
the nature of the Word should perish and turn back again into non-existence through corruption. It
was unworthy of the goodness of God that creatures made by Him should be brought to nothing
through the deceit wrought upon man by the devil; and it was supremely unfitting that the work of
God in mankind should disappear, either through their own negligence or through the deceit of evil
spirits. As, then, the creatures whom He had created reasonable, like the Word, were in fact
perishing, and such noble works were on the road to ruin, what then was God, being Good, to do?
Was He to let corruption and death have their way with them? In that case, what was the use of
having made them in the beginning? Surely it would have been better never to have been created at
all than, having been created, to be neglected and perish; and, besides that, such indifference to the
ruin of His own work before His very eyes would argue not goodness in God but limitation, and that
far more than if He had never created men at all. It was impossible, therefore, that God should leave
man to be carried off by corruption, because it would be unfitting and unworthy of Himself.
Nor does repentance recall men from what is according to their nature;
Had it been a case of a trespass only, and not of a subsequent corruption, repentance would have
been well enough; but when once transgression had begun men came under the power of the
corruption
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What—or rather Who was it that was needed for such grace and such recall as we required? Who,
save the Word of God Himself, Who also in the beginning had made all things out of nothing? His
part it was, and His alone, both to bring again the corruptible to incorruption and to maintain for the
Father His consistency of character with all. For He alone, being Word of the Father and above all,
was in consequence both able to recreate all, and worthy to suffer on behalf of all and to be an
ambassador for all with the Father.
He saw the reasonable race, the race of men that, like Himself, expressed the Father's Mind, wasting
out of existence, and death reigning over all in corruption. He saw that corruption held us all the
closer, because it was the penalty for the Transgression; He saw, too, how unthinkable it would be
for the law to be repealed before it was fulfilled. He saw how unseemly it was that the very things of
which He Himself was the Artificer should be disappearing. He saw how the surpassing wickedness
of men was mounting up against them; He saw also their universal liability to death. All this He saw
and, pitying our race, moved with compassion for our limitation, unable to endure that death should
have the mastery, rather than that His creatures should perish and the work of His Father for us men
come to nought, He took to Himself a body, a human body even as our own.
No, He took our body,
He surrendered His body to death instead of all, and offered it to the Father. This He did out of sheer
love for us, so that in His death all might die, and the law of death thereby be abolished because,
having fulfilled in His body that for which it was appointed, it was thereafter voided of its power for
men. This He did that He might turn again to incorruption men who had turned back to corruption,
The Word perceived that corruption could not be got rid of otherwise than through death; yet He
Himself, as the Word, being immortal and the Father's Son, was such as could not die. For this
reason, therefore, He assumed a body capable of death, in order that it, through belonging to the
Word Who is above all, might become in dying a sufficient exchange for all, and, itself remaining
incorruptible through His indwelling, might thereafter put an end to corruption for all others as well,
by the grace of the resurrection.
Naturally also, through this union of the immortal Son of God with our human nature, all men were
clothed with incorruption in the promise of the resurrection. For the solidarity of mankind is such
that, by virtue of the Word's indwelling in a single human body, the corruption which goes with
death has lost its power over all.
The Savior's own inspired disciples assure us of this. We read in one place: “For the love of
Christ constraineth us, because we thus judge that, if One died on behalf of all, then all died,
He should taste of death on behalf of every man.
"Since then the children are sharers in flesh and blood, He also Himself assumed the same, in
order that through death He might bring to nought Him that hath the power of death, that is to say,
the Devil, and might rescue those who all their lives were enslaved by the fear of death.
For since by man came death, by man came also the resurrection of the dead. Just as in
Adam all die, even so in Christ shall all be made alive,"
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…owing to the limitation of their nature, could not of themselves have any knowledge of their
Artificer, the Incorporeal and Uncreated. He took pity on them, therefore, and did not leave them
destitute of the knowledge of Himself, lest their very existence should prove purposeless. For f what
use is existence to the creature if it cannot know its Maker?
…the good God has given them a share in His own Image, that is, in our Lord Jesus Christ, and has
made even themselves after the same Image and Likeness. Why? Simply in order that through this
gift of Godlikeness in themselves they may be able to perceive the Image Absolute, that is the Word
Himself, and through Him to apprehend the Father; which knowledge of their Maker is for men the
only really happy and blessed life.
So burdened were they with their wickednesses that they seemed rather to be brute beasts than
reasonable men, reflecting the very Likeness of the Word. (13) What was God to do in face of this
dehumanising of mankind, this universal hiding of the knowledge of Himself by the wiles of evil
spirits? Was He to keep silence before so great a wrong and let men go on being thus deceived and
kept in ignorance of Himself? If so, what was the use of having made them in His own Image
originally? It would surely have been better for them always to have been brutes, rather than to
revert to that condition when once they had shared the nature of the Word. Again, things being as
they were, what was the use of their ever having had the knowledge of God? Surely it would have
been better for God never to have bestowed it, than that men should subsequently be found
unworthy to receive it. Similarly, what possible profit could it be to God Himself, Who made men, if
when made they did not worship Him, but regarded others as their makers? This would be
tantamount to His having made them for others and not for Himself. Even an earthly king, though he
is only a man, does not allow lands that he has colonized to pass into other hands or to desert to
other rulers, but sends letters and friends and even visits them himself to recall them to their
allegiance, rather than allow His work to be undone. How much more, then, will God be patient and
painstaking with His creatures, that they be not led astray from Him to the service of those that are
not, and that all the more because such error means for them sheer ruin, and because it is not right
that those who had once shared His Image should be destroyed. What, then, was God to do? What
else could He possibly do, being God, but renew His Image in mankind, so that through it men might
once more come to know Him? And how could this be done save by the coming of the very Image
Himself, our Savior Jesus Christ? Men could not have done it, for they are only made after the Image;
nor could angels have done it, for they are not the images of God. The Word of God came in His own
Person, because it was He alone, the Image of the Father Who could recreate man made after the
Image. In order to effect this re-creation, however, He had first to do away with death and
corruption. Therefore He assumed a human body, in order that in it death might once for all be
destroyed, and that men might be renewed according to the Image. The Image of the Father only
was sufficient for this need.
You cannot put straight in others what is warped in yourself.
The Word was not hedged in by His body, nor did His presence in the body prevent His being present
elsewhere as well. When He moved His body He did not cease also to direct the universe by His
Mind and might. No. The marvelous truth is, that being the Word, so far from being Himself
contained by anything, He actually contained all things Himself.
At one and the same time—this is the wonder— as Man He was living a human life, and as Word He
was sustaining the life of the universe, and as Son He was in constant union with the Father.
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Here, then, is the second reason why the Word dwelt among us, namely that having proved His
Godhead by His works, He might offer the sacrifice on behalf of all, surrendering His own temple to
death in place of all, to settle man's account with death and free him from the primal transgression.
…the death of all was consummated in the Lord's body; yet, because the Word was in it, death and
corruption were in the same act utterly abolished. Death there had to be, and death for all, so that
the due of all might be paid. Wherefore, the Word, as I said, being Himself incapable of death,
assumed a mortal body, that He might offer it as His own in place of all, and suffering for the sake of
all through His union with it,
Have no fears then. Now that the common Savior of all has died on our behalf, we who believe in
Christ no longer die, as men died aforetime, in fulfilment of the threat of the law. That
condemnation has come to an end
…for He both waited for death in order to make an end of it, and hastened to accomplish it as an
offering on behalf of all.
The supreme object of His coming was to bring about the resurrection of the body. This was to be
the monument to His victory over death, the assurance to all that He had Himself conquered
corruption and that their own bodies also would eventually be incorrupt; and it was in token of that
and as a pledge of the future resurrection that He kept His body incorrupt.
Death came to His body, therefore, not from Himself but from enemy action, in order that the Savior
might utterly abolish death in whatever form they offered it to Him.
He had come to bear the curse that lay on us; and how could He "become a curse"[3] otherwise than
by accepting the accursed death? And that death is the cross, for it is written "Cursed is every one
that hangeth on tree.
According to the prince of the power of the air, of the spirit that now worketh in the sons of
disobedience."[7] But the Lord came to overthrow the devil and to purify the air and to make "a
way" for us up to heaven,
…for being thus "lifted up," He cleansed the air from all the evil influences of the enemy.
A very strong proof of this destruction of death and its conquest
Before the divine sojourn of the Savior, even the holiest of men were afraid of death, and mourned
the dead as those who perish. But now that the Savior has raised His body, death is no longer
terrible, but all those who believe in Christ tread it underfoot as nothing, and prefer to die rather
than to deny their faith in Christ, knowing full well that when they die they do not perish, but live
indeed, and become incorruptible through the resurrection.
Even children hasten thus to die, and not men only, but women train themselves by bodily discipline
to meet it. So weak has death become that even women, who used to be taken in by it, mock at it
now as a dead thing robbed of all its strength.
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Is this a slender proof of the impotence of death, do you think? Or is it a slight indication of the
Savior's victory over it, when boys and young girls who are in Christ look beyond this present life and
train themselves to die? Everyone is by nature afraid of death and of bodily dissolution; the marvel
of marvels is that he who is enfolded in the faith of the cross despises this natural fear and for the
sake of the cross is no longer cowardly in face of it.
How can you think otherwise, when you see men naturally weak hastening to death, unafraid at the
prospect of corruption, fearless of the descent into Hades, even indeed with eager soul provoking it,
not shrinking from tortures, but preferring thus to rush on death for Christ's sake, rather than to
remain in this present life?
…Himself gives the victory to each, making death completely powerless for those who hold His faith
and bear the sign of the cross?
How could the destruction of death have been manifested at all, had not the Lord's body been
raised?
Does a dead man prick the consciences of men, so that they throw all the traditions of their fathers
to the winds and bow down before the teaching of Christ? If He is no longer active in the world, as
He must needs be if He is dead, how is it that He makes the living to cease from their activities, the
adulterer from his adultery, the murderer from murdering, the unjust from avarice, while the
profane and godless man becomes religious?
We are agreed that a dead person can do nothing: yet the Savior works mightily every day, drawing
men to religion, persuading them to virtue, teaching them about immortality, quickening their thirst
for heavenly things, revealing the knowledge of the Father, inspiring strength in face of death,
manifesting Himself to each, and displacing the irreligion of idols; while the gods and evil spirits of
the unbelievers can do none of these things,
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